
“Today salvation has 
come to this house, 
because he also is a son 
of Abraham.” – Luke 19:9



Who are the sons of Abraham?
“Today salvation has come to this 
house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham; for the Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” (Lk. 19:9-10)



1) The Faith of Abraham
“For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.”
Now to him who works, the wages are 
not counted as grace but as debt. But to 
him who does not work but believes on 
Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
accounted for righteousness, just as 
David also describes the blessedness of 
the man to whom God imputes 
righteousness apart from works: 
“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 
are forgiven, And whose sins are 
covered; Blessed is the man to whom the 
LORD shall not impute sin.” (Rom. 4:3-8)



1) The Faith of Abraham
All humanity is unrighteous before 
God

How does Abraham overcome that 
condemning judgment?

Was Abraham’s faith solely a mental 
activity and verbal confession? 

What is righteousness? 

How then can God give us righteous?

Consider Zacchaeus



2) Active Repentance

• “Therefore bear fruits worthy 
of repentance, and do not 
think to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I say to you that God is 
able to raise up children to 
Abraham from these stones.” 
(Matt. 3:8-9)

• Is there a cost associated with 
repentance?



3) Those who rose 
above the earth

• Abraham and Lot

• “Please let there be no strife 
between you and me, and between 
my herdsmen and your herdsmen; 
for we are brethren. Is not the 
whole land before you? Please 
separate from me. If you take the 
left, then I will go to the right; or, if 
you go to the right, then I will go to 
the left.” (Gen. 13:8-9)



3) Those who rose 
above the earth
“Do not love the world or the things 
in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world—the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life—is not of the 
Father but is of the world. And the 
world is passing away, and the lust of 
it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever.” 
(1 Jn. 2:15-17)



4) Active in helping and nourishing those in need

• Zacchaeus gave half his 
goods to the poor

• “…but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do 
not break in and steal.” 
(Matt. 6:20)



4) Active in helping and nourishing those in need
Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting 
in the tent door in the heat of the day. So he lifted his eyes and looked, and 
behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw them, he ran from the 
tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground, and said, “My Lord, if I 
have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. Please let a 
little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 
And I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your hearts. After that you 
may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant.” They said, “Do as you 
have said.”

So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly, make ready three 
measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the herd, 
took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he hastened to prepare it. 
So he took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. (Gen. 18:1-8)


