The Four Soils Part 3- Thorny Ground
Objectives:  To decipher the meaning of Thorny Ground in the parable of the four soils and reveal thorns in our lives in order to become fruitful ground.  

Resources:

www.biblegateway.com
Spirit Filled Life Bible for Students (New King James Version)

Ascending the Heights: A Layman’s Guide to The Ladder of Divine Ascent by Father John Mack.

http://www.pastornotes.com

Verse:  Matthew 6:19-21  
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

· Intro:

According to Christ’s own interpretation, the seed is the word of the kingdom (Matt.

13:19a).

The cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word.

Mark 4: 19

The desires for other things entering in choke the word

What is growing in parallel with our love for God, the love of what else?

Luke 8:7 “and some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it”

Bringing no fruit to maturity (Luke 8:14) we never growing spiritually because our spiritual life is not our focus…what is?  The riches and pleasures of life then, is our focus.
As a believer, how is the word concerning the Kingdom, and eternal life, directing my life?  Am I storing riches in heaven or on earth?  Am I looking up or looking beneath my feet, anxious for how my life is turning/will turn out?  What is my focus, is it a single focus?  
Proverbs 2

The Value of Wisdom

 1 My son, if you receive my words,
      And treasure my commands within you, 
       2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, 
      And apply your heart to understanding; 
       3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, 
      And lift up your voice for understanding, 
       4 If you seek her as silver, 
      And search for her as for hidden treasures; 
       5 Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, 
      And find the knowledge of God. 
       6 For the LORD gives wisdom; 
      From His mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
       7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
      He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; 
       8 He guards the paths of justice, 
      And preserves the way of His saints. 

Are we seeking God’s word/commands as we seek silver, do we cry out for understanding?  What are the “silver” and the “hidden treasures” that my heart yearns after?

· What zeal do I have in my heart?  What am I passionate about? John 2:13-17 (New King James Version) 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple

   
13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing business. 15 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. 16 And He said to those who sold doves, “Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise!” 17 Then His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten[a] Me up.”[b
Do I have this zeal that Jesus had?
What is the goal of our lives? Reach a certain lifestyle? Position?  

Where is our treasure…on earth or heaven?

· The Thorns choke the Word….

The word wasn’t even given a chance to bring fruit, because the ground (the person) is so entrenched in the world…

Thorny:  friction, discomfort, there is contradiction in my life…how could a seed flourish in that kind of ground?

Cares of Life:

Jesus gives repeated warnings not to be anxious at all about what you will eat, what you will drink or what you will put on, as you live to serve Him and obey His Word, Mat 6:25. Four times He says, “do not be anxious” or worry, Mat 6:28,31,34, including not to worry about tomorrow. He says, “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added unto you,” Mat 6:33. Our Father cares for the birds, that neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and we are of much more value to Him than they are, v26.
One day Jesus visited Martha and Mary, Lk 10:38-42. Martha was “distracted with much

serving,” but Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His Word. Martha became angry that

Mary wasn’t helping and complained to Jesus. He said, “Martha, Martha, you are worried

and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary and Mary has chosen it.”

Worry distracts us from God’s Word; worrying is trying to figure things out with our own understanding, instead of leaning on His promises.  Worry implies persistent doubt or fear.
Proverbs 3:5-7 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
      And lean not on your own understanding; 
       6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
      And He shall direct[a] your paths. 
       7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
      Fear the LORD and depart from evil.

1Pet 5:7, Ps 55:22, Pro 16:3(Cast every care on Him, because He cares for you.

· Riches. Mathew 13:22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
Mark 4:18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19 and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful
Lk 18:18-27. One day a young man came to Jesus and asked how to receive eternal life. Jesus listed some of the Ten Commandments and the young man said he had kept these from when he was young. Jesus looked at him and said, “One thing you lack. Sell all you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.” But he was sad at this Word, and went away grieved, for he had great possessions, Mk 10:22.
In Mk 10:24, Jesus said, “How hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the Kingdom of God.” It was not the having of riches and possessions that was the problem,
(1Tim 6:17), but the trusting in them that kept him from obeying Jesus’ Word to him.

 In one of His parables, Jesus told the story of a rich man, Lk 12:16-21, who had a year of crops. He pulled down the old barns and built big new ones and said to himself,

“I have many goods laid up for many years, and so I will take my ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” But God said, “You are a fool, because this night your soul is required of you!”

Jesus added, “Everyone who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich towards God, is a fool like him.”

“The man of charity spreads his money about him, but the man who claims to possess both charity and money is a self-deceived fool…” ~St. John Climacus
The American dream has become the American debtor’s prison, the more we make the less we have to give away, material possessions make us greedy and less sensitive to the needs of others.-(summary from Ascending the Heights) what then is the solution?  “Poverty—is resignation from care.  It is life without anxiety and travels light, far from sorrow and faithful to the commandments.  The poor monk is lord of the world.  He has handed all his cares over to God, and by his faith has obtained all men as his servants.  If he lacks something he does not complain to his fellows and he accepts what comes his way as if from the hand of the Lord.  In his poverty he turns into a son of detachment and he sets no value on what he has.” 

This is the seventeenth step.  He who has climbed it is traveling to heaven unburdened by material things.” ~St. John Climacus

In our practical life we don’t need deprivation (because that would be a difficult temptation for us) but we need to pursue a simple life. Proverbs 30:8-9

Possessions and riches pose a trap to all of us. Jesus said that there is something in us, that is of more value than owning all the wealth that there is in the world, all the buildings, cars, planes, ships, land, food, seas, trees, animals, and so on, and that is our own soul, Lk 9:25.
All we can see, touch and possess in this material world of wealth is about to pass away, 2Pet 3:10. It is not eternal. But our soul is eternal and lasts forever. Make sure your treasure (interest, focus, investments, work) is in heaven, not on earth, Mat 6:19-21, 2Cor 4:18.
So let us give up what we can’t keep, to gain eternal treasure which we can’t lose! 1Jn 2:17—otherwise, we’ll perish with the world.
 “Temptations to become attached to “things” abound.  We are surrounded by a superabundance of “things.” We work hard to attain “things.”  We must learn how to practice detachment of the heart.  We must hold all the things of this world with open hands” ~Father John Mack Ascending the Heights 
· The pleasures of life. Luke 8:14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
Let us not allow leisure activities to distract us from God’s Word. We need rest, relaxation and recreation. But we shouldn’t let entertainment, hobbies, sport, travel, excitement, fishing, TV, video, work,  reading, games, amusements, going out, facebook, iphone etc etc. rule, be the center focus of our lives.  How are we different from the children of the world?  Let discipline be in our lives, 1Cor 9:27, discipline our minds, Col 3:2, our words, Ps 19:14, and deeds, Col 3:17, through the strength of the Holy Spirit, Phil 2:13 to keep our priority in God’s will and Word.
Glory be to God forever Amen.[image: image1.png]



