Abraham
What is your portion?
Objective:  To see in the life of Abraham how God honors what faith we offer and grows it 
                       to reveal Himself more to us.
References:  City of God  by St. Augustine


“Abraham”  sermon series by St. Mark COC  Washington, DC



Holy Bible:  Genesis 11- 26

Scripture Verse “Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”   

                                 Genesis 15:1
Lesson Guidelines:

· “Father Abraham had many sons and many sons had father Abraham, I am one of them and so are you so let’s just praise the LORD”.  Father Abraham- the first of the three great Patriarchs of the faith-Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-, what stories come to mind when you hear his name?  (Sodom and Gomorrah, birth of Ishmael, circumcision, covenant with God, Melchizedek, sacrifice of Isaac etc.)  What is the first word that comes to mind when think of Abraham?  (faith)  Abraham lived perfectly before God- agree or disagree?
· Often when we think of the heroes of our faith, we hold them on such a pedestal that their behaviors and attitudes are in a different plane from us and thereby unattainable.  Today, we will consider how Abraham lived out his faith and how God rewarded that with more and more revelations of Himself.  Who of us would be able to sacrifice our child?  Probably none.  This was not Abraham’s first encounter with God but near the end of his long friendship.

· Before we get to the meat of the discussion, it will be interesting if not helpful to do a little family tree for Abraham.
· Go quickly through the main events in Abraham’s life:
· Abram and Lot leave Haran upon God’s call to Canaan

· Upon the Famine, go to Egypt

· To protect himself, Abram portrays Sarai as sister and is taken by Pharaoh

· God reveals truth to Pharaoh and Abram et al are sent away from Egypt with many goods

· Herdsmen dispute so to keep peace, Abram and Lot part ways with Lot going to the fertile plains

· God reiterates promise to give Canaan to Abram and make him father of many

· Lot is captured by warring kings and Abram saves him

· Abram meets Melchizedek

· God seals his promise of children with covenant made by cutting in half 3yr heifer, 3yr female goat, 3 yr ram , turtle dove and pigeon

· Sarai give Hagar to Abram and Ishmael born

· Abram’s name changed to Abraham and circumcision is the sign of the covenant

· The LORD and 2 angels visit Abraham and renew the promise and tell of impending doom on Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham intercedes

· Lot impressed to leave Sodom and God destroys the plain

· Abraham journeys from the South to the Gerarites and again passes off Sarah as his sister—same result- God intervenes to protect the covenant and they are sent away with a rebuke and again, many goods

· Isaac born and Hagar and Ishmael sent away

· Abraham offers Isaac

· Sarah dies

· I’d like to spend the rest of our time in chapters 13-15
· On his way from Haran to Canaan, the land God called him to, Abram encountered a famine and went to Egypt.  

· DISCUSSION POINT:  was this right or wrong?  Were the results of this trek good or bad?

Abram followed God’s call and believed His promise but went about it the wrong way.  Notice what God did.  He honored Abram’s faith and willingness to let go of his attachment to the land he had known with his father and protected him even in light of his being off track and lying and seeking the “world’s” way of protection

· Read 13:1-4

· DISCUSSION POINT:  What do you see significant here? (went back to the place where he was in the beginning before going to Egypt.  Essentially repents and starts again.  Whenever we get off track, need to go back to the last place and begin again and “call on the name of the LORD”). 

· Then strife arose bet. Lot and Abram’s herdsmen.  Abram suggested to separate and gave Lot first choice.  Read 13:10
· DISCUSSION POINT:  Again, Abram is showing his lack of attachment to material things that he was willing for Lot to have first pick and that Abram was truly fine with Lot’s pick of seemingly the choicest piece of property.   Let’s read 3:14-18 to see how God honors this attitude.
· Now, in chapter 14, we find that Lot has been taken captive along with all Sodom in a war against powerful kings.  In selfless fashion, Abram risks all to go save him.  Read 14:14-16.

· Let’s read what happens next 14:17-24
· DISCUSSION POINT:  Who is Melchizedek?  What do you think occurred here?  (God revealed Himself and His plan for salvation and Abraham’s part) Heb 7:1-10 notice there is NO desire for anything earthly here.  Abram has seen God and GOD IS HIS PORTION
· Read 15:1-4  In God’s great understanding of man’s frame and that we are but dust (ps 103:14), He encourages Abram in case he is regretful of his decision and makes an official covenant with him that he shall indeed have offspring and that his seed shall be as the stars in the sky.
· It would be great and neatly fit our idea of spiritual heroes if Isaac were born here and that was the end of the story but the story continues with Abraham making some more mistakes and God covering him.  All the while, though, Abraham is following, trusting, worshipping and calling on the name of the Lord which culminates in more and more faith.  So much so that as we read in James 2:23 we see that Abraham was a friend of God.  

Glory be to God forever!
